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Famed Muppet frog Kermit once tunefully noted that

“it’s not easy being green.” But thanks to St. Germain-
based design-build general contractor Waldmann Con-
struction, Inc., building or remodeling ‘green’ is becom-
ing progressively easier for residents across Wisconsin’s
great Northwoods.

Embracing the nation’s growing contemporary
“green” movement, Waldmann Construction is a member
of numerous high-profile “green” professional trade asso-
ciations, including the U.S. Green Building Council, the
Wisconsin Environmental Initiative, Green Built Homes
and Energy Star Homes.

“Generally, ‘green’homes are healthier, more comfort-
able, more durable and more energy efficient and have a
much smaller environmental footprint than a convention-
al home,” noted Greg Baas, Waldmann’s production man-
ager and estimator.

Over the past 3-1/2 years, Baas said “green” construc-
tion has “really taken off,” calling it the wave of the future
across the U.S. and the Northwoods.

“Our customers are constantly asking us for ‘green,’”
Baas said, noting Waldmann Construction is working
hard to be the preeminent Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design (LEED), Green Built and Energy Star
builder in the Northwoods. “Everybody should be getting
on the ‘green’ bandwagon...”

Several aspects contribute to a project’s “green” desig-
nation, he noted, including site work that minimizes the
environmental impact of the house both during and after
construction.

Other “green” benchmarks, Baas said, include the use
of recycled and sustainable building materials, the use of
water-efficient toilet, faucet and shower fixtures, and
attention to incorporating a variety of energy efficiency
installations – high efficiency furnaces; solar and geo-
thermal systems; Energy Star-rated appliances; and high-
performance windows and insulation.

Use of “green” materials, Baas noted, can substantial-
ly improve indoor air quality over conventionally-con-
structed homes by lowering or altogether eliminating the
airborne off-gassing of Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOCs) through the use of formaldehyde-free cabinetry,
plywood and shelving, formaldehyde-free insulation, nat-
ural carpeting and hard surface flooring including wood,
concrete, tile or linoleum.

Baas said the world of “green” construction isn’t lim-
ited to just new construction projects, noting there’s also
been a “big move” toward embracing “green” remodeling
– bringing environmentally-friendly “green” materials
and building techniques into existing structures.

While building “green” typically drives a higher front-
end investment, Baas said the increased costs are more
than made up by lowered energy costs, increased home

values and the intangibles of living in a “safer, healthier
and more energy-efficient home.”

“It may cost more in the beginning, but it pays off in
the long run,” he said, noting a 15 percent additional cost
investment in a “medium level green” home is typically
paid back within ten years.

And as “green” building technology continues to
advance, Baas said the costs of going “green” will contin-
ue to decline, making it increasingly attractive from a
financial standpoint.

Strong reputation for quality
Specializing in the design and

construction of unique, one-of-a-
kind structures in the commercial,
residential and remodeling markets,
48-employee Waldmann Construc-
tion was founded in 1987 by name-
sakes Brad and Judy Waldmann.

Currently, Baas said approximate-
ly 75 percent of the firm’s business is
residential construction, while the
remaining 25 percent of its business
lies in the commercial and institu-
tional markets. 

Designing and building every-
thing from dog houses and outhouses to multi-million
dollar homes and commercial structures, Waldmann’s
scope of operations encompass a 50-mile radius of St.
Germain – north into Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, south
to Prentice, west to Fifield and east to Tipler and Long
Lake in Florence County.

Waldmann Construction’s commercial and institution-

al work can be seen across the Northwoods. 
High profile Waldmann Construction projects include:

public library facilities in Plum Lake and Land O’ Lakes;
First National Bank facilities in St. Germain and Three
Lakes; Rustic Manor Motor Lodge, Angry Dave’s Bar &
Grill, Borak Chiropractic Clinic, St. Germain Pharmacy
and the Veteran’s Memorial in St. Germain; the Lincoln
Community Center/Town Hall; Gaffney-Busha Cremato-
ry and Ogren Electronics in Eagle River; emergency serv-

ices facilities in St. Germain, Three
Lakes, Plum Lake and Eagle River; the
Wisconsin DNR ranger station in
Woodruff; the elderly housing complex
in Manitowish Waters; and R.F. Lind-
gren Enclosures in Minocqua.

The Waldmann portfolio also
includes a number of Northwoods
churches, including Ely Memorial
Church and Hope Lutheran Church in
Land O’ Lakes, St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Sayner, Community Presby-
terian Church in Lac du Flambeau and
Rock of Ages Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Minocqua. 

Remodeling projects by Waldmann
include St. Germain Sport Marine and

the former Minocqua Dawg Haus in downtown Minoc-
qua.

Over its 22-year history, Waldmann Construction has
received multiple residential and commercial “Project of
Distinction” awards from the Wisconsin Chapter of Asso-
ciated Builders and Contractors (ABC), including a Insti-
tutional Division ABC award for a 2003 expansion proj-
ect at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Sayner.

Waldmann has also received numerous ABC work-
place safety awards over the years, as well as recognition
in Wisconsin Builder as a top five workplace in the con-
struction company category.

Baas said the firm takes a large measure of pride in its
positive reputation across the area, calling it a barometer
of the firm’s customer service success and a key driver in
the firm’s continued growth through repeat business and
word-of-mouth referrals.

“We really pride ourselves on our customer satisfac-
tion,” he said. “We really bend over backward to try to
please our customers. Our standards are pretty high.”

Baas also attributes Waldmann’s growth and success to
a company-wide dedication to staying on the forefront of
industry trends.

“We try to stay on the cutting edge of what’s happen-
ing,” he said. “If you don’t, you’ll be left behind. The

Waldmann Construction at forefront of ‘green building’ movement

Page 16–The Lakeland Times–February 6, 2008

See WALDMANN. . . page 17

Eric A. Johnson photo
Design-build contractor Waldmann Construction, Inc. is in the process of building this showcase
home on its Hwy. 70 East campus in St. Germain. Upon its expected fall 2009 completion, Wald-
mann’s showcase structure will serve as a model of “green” building, incorporating low environ-
mental impact construction practices; solar energy; geo-thermal heating; high-performance
insulation, windows and siding; recycled roofing materials; managed forest lumber; natural
flooring materials; and formaldehyde-free insulation, cabinetry, plywood and shelving.

Contributed photo
Waldmann Construction, Inc., a St. Germain-based design-build general contractor, received
2003 Institutional Project of Distinction honors from the Wisconsin Chapter of Associated
Builders and Contractors for their construction work on the remodeling and expansion of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Sayner. Diocese of Superior officials feted the project, which was
completed ahead of schedule and under budget, as “an outstanding project completed by an out-
standing contractor.” The project was designed by Minocqua-based Archibello, L.L.P.

“Generally, ‘green’
homes are healthier, more
comfortable, more durable,
more energy efficient and
have a much smaller envi-
ronmental footprint than a
conventional home.”

Greg Baas, production manager
and estimator, Waldmann

Construction, Inc., St. Germain




